George was no stranger to honours and awards. He was a Fulbright Scholar (Senior Category) and a Burroughs Wellcome Research Fellow. In 1991, he was awarded Membership in the Order of Australia (AM in the General Division) by her Majesty the Queen.
George's knowledge and nationally and internationally recognized work in the field of sustained hydration and fluid losses during surgery led to his involvement in lectures at the Part II Faculty of Anaesthetists' course and to the preparation of a series of papers and presentations. He showed tremendous interest in his trainees. His office door was always open and the operating theatre tea room table where he daily held court was always available for us to pour out our aspirations, dreams and plans. We all knew that we would get a fair hearing and some follow-up action.
Many registrars will remember him as a true gentleman-never too busy to give extra advice and encouragement. He was ever our wise counsellor and enthusiastic supporter. The George Davidson Medal was established to give appropriate recognition to the "best" registrar in each year. From his tiny, cluttered office in the timber lean-to at the Edmund Blacket Building he sent forth wave after wave of well trained anaesthetists who are now on the staff of practically every department in New South Wales.
The Prince of Wales Hospital will long remember him as a man of impeccable taste and boundless enthusiasm, who exerted gentle but firm pressure on those around him to achieve a string of successes. The design of the intensive care unit and recovery room in the Parkes Block and the anaesthesia induction rooms in the Theatre Block were easily a couple of decades ahead of their time, thanks to the forward-thinking of George Davidson. Whether he was applying himself to design, medical staffing, teaching or administration he had an overwhelming desire to assure that the highest standards were applied. He was always ready to become involved and to suffuse all around him with his enthusiasm. His passing leaves anaesthesia in Australia the poorer, but he has bequeathed an indelible heritage in his contributions to the development of the Prince of Wales', Sydney Children's and Prince Henry's Anaesthesia and Intensive Care Departments.
This must not give the impression that George's only "life" was in anaesthesia. Indeed, he had much wider interests. His leisure activities included gardening, golf, skiing, bridge and bushwalking, all of which he attacked with gusto and verve.
George was one of the most respected and popular anaesthetists in Australia in the last 40 years. He was not only sincere, loyal and unselfish but exceedingly reliable. He was a dedicated medico who was totally committed to relieving his patients' pain, to securing the highest possible standard of care and to ensuring that his patients' welfare came first. Nevertheless, he gave the impression that he never took himself too seriously. He had a superior sense of humour and a quick smile and his first-class jokes will long be remembered in the tea-room.
Our deepest sympathy is extended to his beloved wife Barbara, and three children, Andrew, Elizabeth and James. May the tremendous support of his friends from many walks of life at the memorial celebration of his achievements be of some solace to them. His life and its celebration were just as George Davidson would have wanted it to be-simple, lighthearted, elegant, dignified and orderly. STEPHEN GATT
